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Spring Stroll – Crystal Palace Park 
Friday 3rd May 2019 – 13:30 for 13:45 

     

I recently checked the area just outside Crystal Palace Park, and, as I suspected, the bluebells have been 
covered in undergrowth etc., so we shall just be walking around the park itself.  But, I discovered there 
are a few bluebells within, so we shall see some! 

Starting at Crystal Palace Railway Station, we shall be walking around the perimeter in an anticlockwise 
direction, passing the famous dinosaurs and the large lake, then seeing the limited number of bluebells, on 
to an area with a number of trees with nest boxes.  We’ll also pass near the foot of the television 
transmitter mast and through the remains of the Palace itself, with its sphinxes and statues. We shall stay 
on footpaths, but the surface can vary from tarmac, to grit, to some parts, particularly where the bluebells 
are, which can be a bit rough or muddy in places, so do wear suitable shoes or boots.  There are a few 
slopes/steps to ascend or descend. The distance is about 2 miles/3 kilometres, and should take about 1¼ to 
1½ hours. 

Meet in the entrance hall of the railway station, 1:30 for 1:45. 

There is no need to book. Just turn up. There are toilets on Platform 1 of the station, or a short way 
along the walk. 

You can obtain refreshments beforehand or afterwards in the lovely ‘Brown and Green’ café in the station 
entrance hall (closes at 4 p.m.), but it is quite small and very popular, especially at lunchtime.  There is 
also a café on Platform 1, and a number of pubs further up Anerley Hill towards the Bus Station. 

Getting there: 

By Public Transport:  There is no direct service from East Croydon, but trains leave West Croydon 21 
past and 51 past, arriving at Crystal Palace at 33 past and 03 past respectively.  Alternatively, the 157 bus 
goes from West Croydon Bus Station (frequent service taking about 40 minutes). 

If travelling from south of Croydon Borough, an alternative is to take the 12:12 train from Coulsdon 
Town (Smitham), stopping at Purley (12:18), East Croydon (12:27) and arriving at Anerley at 12:36, 
from where you can take either the 249 or 432 bus (both frequent) up Anerley Road (Journey just a few 
minutes) or even walk (900 metres!) 

If coming from the Bromley/Orpington area, change trains at Beckenham Junction for the 15 or 45 past to 
Crystal Palace, taking about 7 minutes. 

By Car: There is a parking area just inside the park, accessible from Anerley Hill.  It does have a height 
barrier!  The car park is a very short distance from the Railway Station – follow the signs. 
 

Dave NEWLAND 07775 752 612 (on the day only) 


